Cutting & Notching of Joists, Beams, Studs, & Rafters

Rafters, Ceiling & Floor Joists — Top Plates: Section R602.6.1 & Figure

R602.6.1

Notches on end not be more than % of depth

Bored hole size not to
exceed 1/3 depth
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Notches NOT permitted
in middle 1/3 span
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Notches permitted to be up
to 1/6 the depth & no longer
than 1/3 of the depth

Bored holes must have 2” minimum
spacing between other holes or notches
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Beams

Notches permitted to be up
to 1/6 the depth & no longer
than 1/3 of the depth
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Blocking required at
ends and over supports
when not attached to
header, rim joist, or
adjoining stud.
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Notches NOT permitted
in middle 1/3 span

Notches on end
not be more than
% of depth

Load Bearing Studs

Diameter permitted to be up
to 40% of the stud depth
(Diameter may be up to 60% if
the stud is doubled in no more
than two successive studs)

Notch permitted up to

0,

Beams with a thickness of 4” or greater
may not have notches on the tension
side except at the ends of the member
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Non-Load Bearing Studs

Must be a minimum of 5/8”
from the edge of the stud

Bored holes and
notches may not
be in the same
area of the stud

Diameter permitted to be
up to 60% of the stud depth
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Notch permitted up to
40% of the stud depth
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